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Second    Iowa   Infantry 

At  Fort   Donelson 


February  15,   1862. 


BRIG.  CEN.  JAMES   M.  TUTTLE. 


* 
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IN      MBMORIAM 

JAMES    MADISON    TUTTLE 

BOBN    SePTEMBEB    21,    182M,    SlIMMEBEIELD,    OlIIO. 

Died  Octobeb  21,  181)2,  Caha  Gbande,  Abizona. 

Bukied  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Octobeb  31,  181)2. 


COMPANIONS: 

Since  our  last  meeting,  our  Companion  General  James  M.  Tattle  has 
died.  Few  who  have  known  him  in  his  rugged  strength  and  his  conscious 
power,  have  ever  thought  of  him  as  one  to  whom  death  would  come  so 
early.  Though  living  beyond  the  usual  age,  we  have  felt  him  to  be  a  man 
who  would  be  with  us  many  years  and  perhaps  outlive  the  most  of  us.  He 
and  his  life  work  have  gone  into  history,  and  there,  as  in  the  hearts  and 
memories  of  all  who  knew  him,  he  has  an  assured  and  lasting  place. 

He  was  a  sturdy,  active,  useful  citizen,  a  true  and  loving  husband  and 
father,  and  a  faithful  and  helpful  friend. 

His  career  as  a  soldier  has  been  written  and  is  known  to  us  all.  He 
formed  a  company  for  the  Second  Iowa  Infantry,  in  May,  1861,  and  was 
made  Lieutenant  Colonel  at  its  organization.  Later  in  the  year  he  became 
its  Colonel,  and  served  as  such  until  the  spring  of  18U2,  when  he  was  made 
a  Brigadier  General  for  conspicuous  service  at  Donelson  and  Shiloh.  He 
always  wished  to  be  where  there  was  most  to  do,  and  always  did  his  full 
share  and  did  it  well.  If  he  ever  expected  defeat,  no  one  found  it  out.  He 
was  without  military  education,  but  was  a  born  tighter,  and  his  personal 
presence  in  time  of  action  was  always  an  inspiration  to  his  troops.  He  did 
as  much  as  any  man  to  make  great  the  name  of  Iowa  and  her  soldiers. 

To  us  of  the  Loyal  Legion  his  death  was  a  personal  loss.  He  was  our 
friend  as  well  as  our  Companion,  and  as  such  we  shall  miss  him  while  we 
live.  To  his  bereaved  family  we  offer  our  deepest  sympathy.  Our  own 
sense  of  loss  gives  us  at  least  a  partial  realization  of  theirs. 

G.  L.  Godfkky,  ") 

Lieutenant  Colonel  1st  Alabama  Cavalry.     \ 

E.  L.'Mabhu,  ( 

Captain  2nd  Joica  Infantry,     f 

H.  C.  McNeil, 

Lieutenant  2nd  Iowa  Infantry.    J 

By  order  of 

Cact.  Chas.  E.  Putnam,  U.  S.  Vols., 

Commander, 
Official:     Capt.  V.  P.  Two.ubly,  2nd  Iowa  Infantry' 

Recorder. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Des  Moines,  Iowa.  February  If),  11)01. 
To  Mi/  Comrades  of  the  '3iul  Iowa  Infantry,  Greeting: 

Volume  7,  Series  1,  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Union 
and  Confederate  Annies,  published  in  1HS2,  contains  all  of  the  reports  of 
commanding  officers  arid  staff  officers  engaged  in  the  Fort  Donelson, 
Tenm,  campaign  (in  February,  1802)  then  in  the  hands  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. For  some  reason  the  reports  of  General  Chas.  F.  Smith,  com- 
manding the  2nd  Division,  and  Colonel  J.  (i.  Lauman  (7th  Iowa  Infantry), 
commanding  4th  Brigade.  2nd  Division,  Army  of  West  Tennessee,  had  not 
then  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Department,  and  together  with  other  de- 
layed reports  were  published  early  in  1MU8  in  Volume  — ,  Serial  No.  109, 
pages  7,  8,  9  and  10,  and  until  so  published  Colonel  Tuttle's  report  of  the 
operations  of  his  regiment  was  unsupported  by  the  reports  of  his  superior 
officers.  As  will  be  seen,  these  reports  of  General  Smith  and  Colonel  Lau- 
man fully  substantiate  all  our  Colonel  says  of  his  regiment.  To  bring 
these  reports  together  in  such  form  that  they  may  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  my  comrades  of  the  2nd  Iowa  Infantry  Veteran  Volunteers  and  friends 
of  the  regiment  is  my  purpose  in  publishing  this  pamphlet.  It  has  been 
a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  find  and  read  these  delayed  reports 
and  I  trust  it  may  be  to  you. 

In  Colonel  Tuttle's  report,  when  he  speaks  of  t he  Color  Guard,  he  only 
names  four  of  the  Guard  who  were  understood  to  have  handled  the  colors 
before  being  killed  or  wounded,  but  as  the  two  other  Corporals  of  the 
Guard  were  wounded,  one  mortally,  1  have  always  regretted  they  were  not 
also  named,  so  I  here  give  the  full  guard  and  the  record  it  made  at  Donel- 
son as  taken  from  the  official  records  of  the  regiment: 

Age  22,  Color  Sergeant  H.  B.  Doolittle,  Co.  C,  three  severe  wounds. 

Age  2(J,  Color  Corporal  G.  S.  Page,  Co.  B,  killed;  shot  in  head. 

Age  215,  Color  Corporal  J.  H.  Churcher, Co.  I,  wounded;  arm  amputated. 

Age  19,  Color  Corporal  H.  E.  Weaver,  Co.  H,  wounded;  mortally. 

Age  23,  Color  Corporal  J.  W.  Robinson,  Co.  E,  wounded;  severe,  in  face. 

Age  11),  Color  Corporal  V.  P.  Twombly,  Co.  F,  carried  colors  over  rebel 
works  and  to  close  of  battle. 

In  forming  for  the  charge  the  colors  were  ordered  to  go  with  the  left 
wing  and  did  so,  retaining  its  position  on  the  right  of  said  wing. 

The  regiment  entered  the  engagement  about  U«"V0  strong  and  lost  10 
killed  and  1G0  wounded,  largely  during  the  advance  up  the  hill  and  before 
it  fired  a  shot. 

Some  years  ago  an  article  written  by  one  of  the  2Mb  Indiana  Infantry 
and  published  in  the  National  Tribune  claimed  the  colors  of  that  regiment 
v>ere  the  first  to  enter  Fort  Donelson.     This  claim  is  easily  disposed  of  by 
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a  quotation  from  the  report  of  Colonel  Veateli  of  that  regiment:  "We 
advanced  in  line  of  battle  up  the  hill  on  the  run  and  entered  the  enemy's 
works  at  the  point  where  t)iey  had  been  taken  by  (lie  tad  Iowa." 

In  connection  with  these  reports  of  the  part  taken  \>y  the  2nd  Iowa  In- 
fantry at  Fort  Donelson  I  also  add  an  outline  of  the  history  of  the  regi- 
ment from  its  organization  in  May,  1801,  to  its  muster  out  in  July,  181)5. 

As  I  tender  this  Memorial  sketch  of  our  old  regiment  to  you 
at  my  own  expense  I  take  the  liberty  of  adding  something  of  a  personal 
character,  for  which  I  offer  no  apology,  at  the  same  time  hope  my  com- 
rades will  be  pleased  to  see  it.  I  will  he  glad,  to  receive  a  line  from 
every  one  of  you.  Fraternally  yours, 

VOLTAIRE  P.  TWOMBLY. 


asss 


BATTLE      OF      FORT     DONELSON 

AND    THE    2D     IOWA    INFANTRY 

HeaDo.uaktkuh  2d  Iowa  Infantuy,       I 
Fobt  Donelhon.  Tknn.,  February  18,  18(J2.  ) 
Colonel  J.  G.  Lauman,  Commanding  4th  Brigade. 

(!i»lonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  which  my  com* 
mand  took  in  the  capture  of  this  place. 

The  Second  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers  was  transported  up  the 
Cumber  la  ad  river  on  Steamer  MeGill  and  landed  about  three  miles  below 
the  Fort  on  the  llth  iust.,  and  immediately  marched  to  the  headquarters 
of  General  Grant,  where  I  arrived  about  eleven  o'clock  a.  in.  of  the  same 
day  and  was  by  General  Grant  assigned  to  General  Smith's  division,  and 
by  General  Smith  to  your  Brigade.  When  we  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  hill 
nearly  opposite  the  right  of  the  enemy's  works  in  pursuance  of  an  order 
from  you,  I  deployed  Companies  "AM  and  "B"  as  skirmishers.  They  im- 
mediately crossed  a  ravine  in  front  of  our  line  and  skirmished  until  night, 
when  they  were  called  in.  Iu  the  meantime  the  regiment  was  assigned 
position  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  forces,  where  we  spent  a  cold  and  dis- 
agreeable night,  without  tents  or  blankets.  We  remained  in  this  position 
until  two  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  next  day,  when  we  were  ordered  to  storm  the 
fortifications  of  the  enemy  in  front  by  advancing  the  left  wing  of  the  regi- 
ment supported  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  by  the  right  wing.  I  took 
command  of  the  left  wing  in  person  and  proceeded  in  line  of  battle  stead- 
ily up  the  hill  until  we  reached  the  Fortifications  without  tiring  a  gun.  On 
sealing  the  works  we  found  the  enemy  dying  before  us  except  a  few  who 
were  promptly  put  to  the  bayonet,  I  then  gave  the  order  to  lire  which  was 
responded  to  with  fatal  precision  until  the  right  wing  with  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Baker  arrived  headed  by  General  Smith,  when  we  formed  in  line 
of  battle  again  under  a  galling  tire  and  charged  on  the  encampment,  across 
the  ravine  in  front,  the  enemy  still  retreating  before  us.  Aftei>  we  had 
reached  the  summit  of  the  hill  beyond  the  ravine  we  made  a  stand  and  oc- 
cupied it  for  over  an  hour.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  was  being  rein- 
forced and  one  of  our  own  regiments  poured  a  disastrous  fire  upon  us  in 
the  rear.  Our  ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted  I  ordered  my  command 
to  fall  back  to  the  entrenchment,  which  they  did  steadily  and  in  good 
order.  I  am  not  able  to  name  the  regiment  which  tired  upon  our  rear, 
but  I  do  know  that  a  greater  part  of  the  casualties  we  received  ttt  that 
point,  was  from  that  source,  for  I  myself  saw  several  of  Iny  men  fall,  who, 
I  know,  were  shot  from  the  hill  behind  us.  "We  tin  n  took  our  position  In- 
land the  entrenchments  and  soon  afterwards  owing  to  an  injury  received 
as  reported  among  the  casualties  of  the  engagement,  I  retired  from  the 
field,  leaving  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baker  in  command  until  the  following 
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morning.  During  the  night  our  pickets  who  were  posted  in  the  enemy's 
camp  were  fired  upon  several  times,  but  with  that  exception  all  remained 
quiet  until  morning  when  the  enemy  gave  signal  for  a  parley,  which  was 
succeeded  by  the  joyful  intelligence  that  the}  had  surrendered  the  fort. 
AVe  were  then  ordered  by  General  Smith  to  take  the  post  of  honor  in 
marching  to  the  enemy's  fort,  where  we  planted  our  colors  upon  the  bat- 
tlements beside  the  white  of  the  enemy  for  which  generous  consideration 
lie  has  our  hearty  thanks. 

When  I  come  to  speak  of  those  who  particularly  distinguished  them- 
selves for  coolness  and  bravery  so  many  examples  occur  to  me  that  it 
seems  invidious  to  make  distinctions  of  those  who  were  in  the  most  re- 
sponsible positions.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baker,  Major  Chipman  and 
Adjutant  Tuttle,  to'say  that  they  were  cool  and  brave  would  not  do  them 
justice.  They  were  gallant  to  perfection,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baker  hail 
a  ball  pass  through  his  cap  and  come  out  near  his  temple.  Major  Chipman 
was  among  the  first  to  fall,  severely  wounded,  while  cheering  on  t  lie  men 
of  the  left  wing,  and  refused  to  be  carried  from  the  held,  hut  waved  his 
sword  and  exhorted  the  men  to  press  forward.  Captains  Slaymaker  and 
Coutman  fell  dead  at  the  head  of  their  companies  before  they  reached  the 
entrenchment.  Near  them  also  fell  Lieutenant  Harper.  His  death  was 
that  of  a  true  and  brave  soldier.  Captains  Cox,  Mills,  Moore  ami  Wilkins 
were  at  the  head  of  their  companies,  marked  examples  of  gallantry  and 
etticiency.  Lieutenants  Sehotield,  Ensign,  Davis,  Holmes,  Huntington, 
"Weaver,  Mastick,  Snowden  and  Godfrey,  in  fact  nearly  all  of  my  officers, 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned,  deported  themselves  nobly  through- 
out the  engagement.  Sergeant  Major  Brawner  deserved  very  honorable 
mention  for  his  gallant  conduct.  Surgeons  Marsh  and  Nassau  also  deserve 
the  highest  praise  for  their  skill  and  untiring  devotion  to  the  welfare  of 
the  wounded.  Dr.  Nassau  was  particularly  noticed  for  his  bravery  in  the 
field,  taking  oil  the  wounded  during  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy.  1  can- 
not omit  in  this  report  an  account  of  the  color  guard.  Color  Sergeant 
Doolittle  fell  early  in  the  engagement  pierced  by  four  balls  and  danger- 
ously wounded;  the  colors  were  then  taken  by  Corporal  Page,  Co.  B.  who 
soon  fell  dead.  They  were  again  raised  by  Corporal  Churcher,  Co.  1,  who 
had  his  arm  broken  just  as  he  entered  the  entrenchment,  when  they  were 
taken  by  Corporal  Twombly,  Co.  P,  who  was  almost  instantly  knocked 
down  by  a  spent  ball,  but  he  immediately  rose  and  bore  them  gallantly  to 
the  end  of  the  tight.     Not  a  single  man  of  the  color  guard  but  himself  was 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Sgd.)     J.  M.  TUTTIjB, 
Coloiwl  Jnd  Iowa  Infantry. 
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HEADQUARTERS   4'fH   BRIGADE,  2ND  DIVISION,  U.  S.   A. 

FoBT  Donelson,  February  18th,  1862. 
General:     I  have  the  honor  to   report  the  following  movements  of  the 

4th  Brigade,  2nd  Division: 

*  *  *  *  *  *  "  *  *  * 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  hist.,  at  about  two  o'clock  p.  in.,  I  received  your 
order  to  advance  with  my  whole  Brigade  and  assault  the  heights  on  the  left 
of  the  position  attacked  by  us  on  the  previous  Thursday.  The  Brigade 
was  promptly  put  in  motion  in  the  following  order: 

The  2nd  Iowa,  Colonel  Tuttle,  led  the  advance  followed  by  the  52nd  In- 
diana (tcmporarialy  attached  to  my  Brigade)  who  were  ordered  to  support 
them.  This  regiment  was  followed  closely  by  the  25th  Indiana,  the  7th 
Iowa  and  14th  Iowa.  The  sharpshooters  were  previously  deployed  as 
skirmishers  on  our  extreme  right  and  left.  Colonel  Tuttle  led  the  left 
wing  of  his  regiment  in  line  of  battle  up  the  hill,  supported  by  the  right 
wing  advancing  at  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  tin' 
rear.  So  soon  as  he  came  within  range  of  theenemy's  lire,  he  led  his  men 
forward  without  firing  a  gun  up  to  and  charged  into  the  rebel  works,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  before  him  and  planting  his  colors  on  their  fortifications. 
lie  was  closely  followed  by  the  other  regiments  in  the  order  of  advance  be- 
fore named.  The  enemy  were  closely  pursued  and  driven  behind  their 
inner  works.  Night  coming  on,  we  held  the  position  we  had  gained,  and 
remained  under  arms  until  morning,  intending  at  the  dawn  of  day  to  re- 
commence the  attack.     In  this  engagement  the  2nd  Iowa  suffered  terribly. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  ■  * 

With  sentiments  of  high  regard,  1  remain  repect fully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.   LAUMAN, 
Colonel  ConiinandiiKj  4th  Brigade,  '2nd  Dicision. 
To  Brigadieu  General  C.  F.  Smith, 

Coinntiutiliny  'I  nil  Division. 


A  TELEGRAM 

St.  Louis,  February  19th.  18(12. 
Adjutant  General  N.  B.  Baker: 

The  2d  Iowa  Infantry  proved  themselves  the  bravest  of  the  brave;  they 
had  the  honor  of  leading  the  column  which  entered  Fort  Donelson. 

(Signed)     II.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Major  (iciii'ftif. 
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Siege    and     Capture    of    Fort    Donelson,     Tennessee 

February  12-16,  1862. 
Repokt  or  Maj.  Gen.  Chaiiles  F.  Smith,  Commanding  Second  Division. 

J  This  report  of  General  Smith  clearly  shows  that  the  attack  by  his  Division  was 
e red  by  General  Grant,  and  following  the  rebel  attack  on  our  right  in  the  morning 
was  undoubtedly  the  tactical  move,  and  that  the  brilliant  charge  of  the  2nd  Iowa 
Infantry  made  the  movement  successful  cannot  bo  doubted  after  reading  Tuttlo's, 
Lamnan's,  and  Smith's  reports.] 

Hdqs.  Second  Division,  District  of  West  Tennessee. 
Pittsbubg,  Tenn.,  March  25),  18(J2. 
Sir.:     I  present  to  the  major-general  commanding  the  district  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  report  of  the  operations  of  my  division  during  the  attack  on- 
Fort  Donelson: 

That  part  of  the  division  under  my  immediate  orders  was  organized  as 
follows:  The  3d  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  John  Cook;  7th  Illinois, 
consisted  of  his  own  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bab- 
cock;  50th  Illinois,  Colonel  Bane;  12th  Iowa,  Colonel  Woods;  52nd  In- 
diana, Colonel  Smith,  and  13th  Missouri.  Colonel  Wright.  The  1th  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Colonel  Lauman,  7th  Iowa,  consisting  of  his  own 
regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Par  rot  t;  2d  Iowa,  Colonel 
Tuttle;  14th  Iowa,  Colonel  Shaw;  25th  Indiana,  Colonel  Veatch;  and  Kith 
(11)  Missouri  (commonly  called  Western  Sharpshooters),  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Compton.  The  2nd  Battalion,  1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  com- 
manded by  Major  Cavender,  consisting  of  three  batteries  of  four  Parrott 
guns  each — 10  and  20  pounders — commanded,  respectively,  by  Charles 
Welker,  Richardson,  and  Stone.  Arriving  on  the  evening  of  February  12 
at  short  distance  from  the  out-work  of  the  enemy  on  his  light,  the  invest- 
ment of  the  place  was  partially  commenced  by  throwing  the  1th  Brigade 
on  our  left  and  the  3d  Brigade  on  its  right,  joining  the  1st  Division  on 
the  right,  with  the  1st  (McArthur's)  Brigade  in  reserve,  with  a  battery  in 
advance  on  the  road  leading  to  Dover  and  Fort  Donelson.  Early  on  the 
following  morning  (13th)  the  regiments  were  posted  in  order  of  investment 
in  easy  cannon-range  of  the  enemy's  line  of  defense  from  the  west  -  -his  ex- 
treme right — to  the  south,  a  somewhat  central  position  with  reference  to 
that  line,  going  as  far  as  possible  to  the  left  of  the  1st  Division.  The 
ground  covered  by  the  division  was  thickly  wooded  and  exceedingly  hilly 
and  broken.  The  enemy's  works  were  on  the  highest  ground  in  the  vicin- 
ity. He  had  an  infantry  breast-work  in  front  of  his  main  line  (vaguely 
called  rifle-pits),  crested  with  logs,  from  under  which  they  fired,  the  whole 
strengthened  by  a  wide  abatis  from  felled  timber  of  large  size.  Ignorant 
of  the  ground,  we  had  to  feel  our  way  cautiously.  As  soon  as  the  regiments 
were  measurably  in  position,  orders  were  given  to  brigade  COnimtltittuiMS  to 
cover  our  front  of  attack  with  as  many  skirmishers  as  possible,  well  sup- 
ported by  their  regiments,  keeping  a  strong  reserve:  to  [>yc^  forward  as 
steadily  and  rapidly  as  the  ground  would  admit,  and,  if  the  opportunity  of- 
fered, to  assault  with  the  bayonet. 

During  this  time  Major  Cavender's   batteries,  by  sections   or  pieces, 
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were  posted  to  the  best  apparent  advantage,  well  supported,  with  orders  to 
open  on  the  enemy.  This  was  handsomely  done  and  quick  response  made. 
Our  pieces  were  shifted  from  time  to  time,  and  served  with  good  effect, 
better,  as  we  afterwards  knew  from  the  enemy,  than  was  suspected;  their 
long  ranges  sending  shells  into  the  fort  and  causing  sharp  loss  and  great 
moral  effect.  Our  casualties  were  numerous  on  this  day.  The  report  of 
the  different  commanders,  partially  confirmed  by  my  personal  observa- 
tions, satisfied  me  that  an  assault  on  almost  any  part  of  the  entire  front 
covered  by  us  was  not  practicable  without  enormous  sacrifice  of  life.  At 
nightfall  the  skirmishers  were  recalled  and  the  troops  ordered  to  remain 
in  position,  but  from  necessity  without  tires,  as  the  night  was  very  incle- 
ment— rainy,  snow,  sleet,  and  cold — and  the  discomfort  of  the  men  was  very 
great.  On  the  next  day  (11th)  the  same  system  of  annoyance  was  kept  up, 
but,  under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  to  a  more  limited  extent. 
At  nightfall  the  advance  parties  were  recalled  as  before.  Our  casualties  on 
this  were  not  so  numerous  as  on  the  day  before.  The  night  inclement  as 
before,  with  the  same  discomfort.  During  the  course  of  this  day  I  made  a 
personal  reconnoissance  of  the  ground  on  our  extreme  left  and  satisfied 
myself  that  the  only  apparent  practicable  point  of  assault  was  in  that 
quarter,  the  enemy's  extreme  right  being  protected  by  an  impassable 
slough,  which  fact  was  communicated  to  the  commanding  general.  Under 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  the  division  remained  quiet  on  the 
next  day  (15th),  except  to  keep  up  the  annoyance  by  skirmishers  and  slow 
artillery  tire,  until  toward  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  1  received  the  general's 
personal  order  to  assault  the  enemy's  right  a  half  mile  or  more  from  my 
habitual  position.  On  receipt  of  the  order  the  artillery  was  ordered  to 
open  heavily  and  the  brigade  commanders  to  press  forward  with  large 
numbers  of  skirmishers,  and  make  a  dash  at  any  available  opening,  whilst 
the  2nd  Iowa,  supported  by  the  52nd  Indiana,  (belonging  to  the  3rd  Bri- 
gade, but  which  had  been  posted  to  guard  the  left),25th  Indiana,  11th  Iowa, 
etc.,  was  ordered  to  lead  the  assault.  The  regiment  (2nd  Iowa)  was  ordered 
to  rely  on  the  bayonet  and  not  to  tire  a  shot  until  the  enemy's  ranks  were 
broken.  Right  gallantly  was  the  duty  performed.  The  left  wing  of  the 
regiment,  under  its  colonel  (Tuttle)  moved  steadily  over  the  open  space, 
down  the  ravine,  and  up  the  rough  ground,  covered  with  heavy  timber,  in 
unbroken  line,  regardless  of  the  tire  poured  into  it,  and  paused  not  until 
the  enemy  broke  and  fled.  It  was  quickly  followed  by  the  other  wing, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baker,  in  the  same  manner,  the  united  body  pur- 
suing the  enemy  through  their  encampment  and  towards  the  enemy's  works 
just  above,  where  they  skirmished  for  a  considerable  time.  The  move- 
ment  of  this  regiment  was  a  very  handsome  exhibition  of  soldierly  con- 
duct. 

The  f>2nd  Indiana,  ordered  to  follow  and  support  the  2nd  Iowa,  rfttttf 
the  nature  of  the  ground  and  want  of  tactical  knowledge,  instead  of  going 
to  the  left,  as  I  hud  intended,  came  up  (in)  confusion,  and  instead  of  mov- 
ing forward,  remained  behind  the  earthwork  just  taken,  from  where,  ami 
from  some  unexplained  cause,  tired  a  number   of  fatal  shots   into   their 
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friends  in  front.  They  remained  in  this  position  until  ordered  to  reform 
in  the  rear.  The  25th  Indiana,  following  in  order,  moved  in  advance  to 
the  support  of  the  2nd  Iowa,  and  covered  it  when  that  regiment,  for  want 
of  cartridges,  retired  behind  the  intrenchments  just  taken  from  re-inforee- 
ments  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  the  out-work  was  taken  I  sent  for  a  sec- 
tion of  Stone's  battery,  which  soon  arrived  and  opened  upon  the  enemy 
with  happy  effect,  silencing  a  heavy  gun  (L'l-pounder).  Meantime  the  regi- 
ments of  the  3d  (Cook's)  Brigade  arrived,  but  as  it  was  getting  late  I 
deemed  it  better  to  dispose  of  the  troops  for  the  night  and  be  in  readiness 
for  a  renewed  assault  on  the  morrow,  the  crest  of  the  enemy's  works  being 
only  some  100  yards  distant  and  the  ground  more  or  less  favorable.  In- 
creasing the  artillery  on  the  ground  just  taken  by  a  couple  of  20-pounder 
Parrott  guns,  the  4th  Brigade  was  disposed  to  guard  the  position,  with  the 
;5rd  Brigade  in  reserve  several  hundred  yards  in  rear.  The '9th  and  12th 
Illinois  (1st  Brigade)  having  reported  at  this  time,  the  latter  was  thrown 
forward  around  the  base  of  the  hill  toward  the  enemy's  main  work,  the  SHh 
remaining  in  reserve.  The  night  very  cold,  but  without  the  cruel  storm. 
Assistant  Adjutant  Genehai., 

Hdqrs.  District  of  West,  Tennessee,  Savannah,  Tenn. 

[The  foregoing  is  a  true  cops  of  the  original  pencil  draft  of  Goneral  C.  F.  Smith's 

report,  unfinished  and  unsigned.    General  Smith  died  April  'J"(<  18U2.  | 


An     Interesting     Letter 

Written  by  John  A.  Duckworth,  then  2nd  Sergeant  in  Co.  (i,  was  promoted  to  1st 
Lieutenant  November  14,  1x5:2,  Captain  April  15,  l>t»:i,  and  died  of  disease  in  December, 
1861,  before  Savannah,  Georgia,  after  the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Howard. 
July  22,  and  Major  Hanoi.  August  ;«>.  IHS4.  Captain  Duckworth,  being  the  senior 
ollicer  present,  commanded  the  regiment  for  nearly  a  month.  He  was  a  must  ellLcient 
otlicer  and  was  highly  respected  by  the  whole  regiment. 

Pobt  Donei.son,  Tenn.,  February  18,  lbb^Z-^ 
A.  P.  Bentley,  (Editor  home  paper,  Bloom  field,  Iowa.) 

Peak  iSia:  Before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have  heard  of  our  tight  and 
of  the  surrender  of  the  fort  to  our  forces-  of  the  bloody  conflicts  which  took 
place  at  different  times  and  places  in  the  face  of  the  enemy's  entrench- 
ments, and  of  the  desperate  charge  our  regiment  made  upon  the  rebel  out- 
works. You  will  also  know  the  names  of  our  gallant  dead,  and  while  you 
all  rejoice  that  victory  is  ours,  your  hearts  will  bleed  on  account  of  their 
untimely  fate;  yet  I  will  try  and  give  you  a  few  particulars  relative  to  our 
regiment,  as  they  transpired  during  the  eventful  days  of  the  11th,  15th 
and  lGth. 

We  landed  on  the  south  side  of  the  Cumberland,  four  miles  below 
Dover,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  very  early.  It  was  very  cold,  having 
snowed  the  night  before,  and  started  immediately,  in  company  with  Set 
eral  other  regiments,  to  make  connection  with  the  troops  thai  had  borne  tip 
from  Fort  Henry,  two  days,  before.  An  hour's  march  brought,  us  to  the 
other  forces,  and  we  learned  that  on  the  day  before,  the  Iowa  11th  and  In- 
diana 25th  engaged  the  enemy's  center,  and  were  repulsed  with  considerable 
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loss.  We  stopped  in  a  small  ravine,  filled  our  canteens,  and  then  took  a 
position  on  the  extreme  left,  on  a  gentle  slope,  covered  with  heavy  timber, 
five  hundred  yards  on  the  west  side,  and  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  outworks. 
There  was  no  fighting  of  consequence  done  on  the  14th.  An  occasional 
shot  was  fired  by  a  company  of  Birge's  sharp-shooters,  who  occupied  a  ra- 
vine between  us  and  the  enemy.  Night  came  on,  and  we  built  fires  and 
prepared  for  the  long  and  weary  watch.  Our  supper  consisted  of  a  scanty 
supply  of  crackers  and  fat  pork.  We  had  no  blankets;  and  it  was  freezing 
cold.  It  was  a  niglit  long  to  be  remembered,  but  not  a  murmur  was  heard. 
A  fence  close  by  supplied  us  with  fuel,  which  we  took  while  the  enemy's 
bombs  were  bursting  among  us.  VVelcoine  day  came  at  last,  and  we  took 
breakfast,  which  was  Like  our  supper,  only  the  supply  was  morn  scarce. 
The  ball  opened  on  the  morning  of  the  lath  at  daylight,  on  the  right  wing 
of  our  army.  The  enemy  tried  to  cut  their  way  through  our  lines  and 
make  their  escape,  hut  they  were  driven  back  with  terrible  slaughter. 
Fighting  confirmed  on  the  right  till  noon,  when  the  rebel  troops  were  drawn 
oil',  and  it  was  decided  to  storm  the  enemy's  outworks  on  the  right  Hank  — 
the  same  that  was  directly  in  front  of  our  regiment.  These  consisted  of 
earth  works  hastily  constructed,  with  a  trench  out  and  inside.  On  top  of 
this  logs  were  laid,  elevated  so  as  to  give  room  to  take  aim  between  the 
top  of  the  breast  work  ami  the  under  side  of  the  log.  This  served  as  a  pro- 
tection to  the  heads  of  those  who  stood  behind.  They  were  thrown  upon 
the  summit  of  the  ridge,  ami  extended  near  four  hundred  yards.  In  front" 
of  this  there  was  a  cleared  space  about  six  yards  wide,  then  for  the  distance 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  the  timber  had  been  felled  in  all  di- 
rections, to  prevent  an  advance  upon  the  fortifications.  From  this  to  the 
bottom  of  the  ravine  there  was  a  skirt  of  open  woods,  near  two  hundred 
yards.  At  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  stood  a  rail  fence,  and  from  this,  clear 
beyond  our  left  flank,  the  ground  was  clear.  This  was  defended  by  the  2d 
Kentucky  (rebel)  regiment,  infantry,  and  a  Tennessee  regiment.  They  were 
on  the  enemy's  extreme  right,  and  of  course  woe  crack  troops.  We  did 
nothing  during  the  forenoon.  Between  2  and  :i  o'clock  we  were  ordered 
to  fall  in  immediately.  When  we  had  formed.  General  Smith,  and  acting 
Brigadier  General  Lauman,  rode  along  our  line  and  told  us  that  it  was  his 
desire  that  we  should  take  the  outworks  which  I  have  tried  to  describe. 
We  replied  that  we  would.  The  charge  was  to  be  made  by  our  left,  com- 
prising Companies  13,  Captain  Littler;  C,  Captain  Slaymaker;  G,  Captain 
Moore;  K,  Captain  Clout  man;  and  F.  Captain  Wilkin.  These  were  to 
take  possession  of  the  breastworks.  The  right  was  to  come  immediately 
after  us,  and  take  possession  of  a  supposed  battery,  concealed  on  the  ridge 
two  hundred  yards  beyond  the  breastworks.  The  left  wing  was  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Tut  tie.  the  right  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ba\ker.  The 
left  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  open  ground  to  our  h  It,  when 
we  were  addressed  by  Colonel  Tuttle  as  follows:  "Now.  m\  bull)  boys, 
give  them  eold  steel.  Do  not  tire  a  gun  until  you  have  got  on  the  inside, 
then  give  them  h — I!  Forward,  my  boys!  March!"  and  we  started  at 
quick   time.       Determination   beamed  from  every  eye,   was  written  upon 
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every  face.  On  we  pushed  -came  to  the  fence  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravine, 
which  in  a  second  fell  and  we  crossed  over.  Then  came  the  *kirt  of  woods. 
lip  the  hill  we  pushed— about  such  a  one  as  that  which  leads  down  Fox 
valley,  north  of  Bloouitield.  '"Steady,  boys!"  shouted  the  colonel. 
"Steady,  boys!"  repeated  the  officers.  We  emerged  from  the  woods,  when, 
without  command,  we  started  on  double  quick.  Now  came  the  toil.  Over 
brush  and  logs  we  went.  We  had  scarcely  emerged  from  the  woods,  when 
the  devils  open  on  us.  The  first  volley  sounded  like  a  crash,  of  thunder, 
and  the  balls  tiew  round  us  like  hail,  but  not  a  waver  could  be  seen  in  our 
lines.  Major  Chipman  fell  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Captain  Slaymaker  fell 
mortally  wounded,  and  as  his  boys  passed,  he  waved  his  sword  and  said, 
"Charge,  boys,  charge!"  These  were  his  last.  Captain. Clout  man  was  shot 
dead  by  my  side.  Up,  up,  we  climbed.  Not  a  word  was  spoken,  save  by 
the  officers,  who  cheered  on  their  men.  Captain  Moore,  in  front  of  his 
company,  led  us  on;  while  Lieutenant  Weaver  passed  quickly  from  right 
to  left,  reminding  us  of  our  duty,  and  charging  us  to  "keep  cooJ." 

Nearer  still  we  drew,  and  thick  and  fast  came  the  bullets.  A  rifle  ball 
pierced  Sergeant  Dunn  through  the  head  and  he  fell.  Andrew  Patterson 
was  shot  through  the  head  and  fell  dead.  We  were  now  on  the  open 
ground,  right  at  the  breastworks.  "Right  over,  boys!"  said  the  colonel. 
The  "boys''  gave  a  yell,  and  they  did  go  over.  Not  a  shot  was  fired  until 
we  were  over — then,  my  heavens,  how  our  muskets  rattled  —  and  at  every 
volley  we  could  see  the  devils  tumbled.  They  immediately  gave  us  their 
broad  backs  as  a  mark,  and  many  of  them  I > i t  the  dust,  for  our  boys  are 
marksmen. 

James  M.  Duckworth  climbed  upon  top  of  the  intrenehment,  and  when 
in  the  act  of  bringing  his  gun  to  his  shoulder,  a  ball  struck  him  in  the 
right  side  of  the  neck,  ranging  downward  through  the  lungs.  He  extended 
his  haud  to  Captain  Moore  and  asked  to  be  helped  down.  The  buys  rolled 
him  down  in  the  trench,  and  the  poor  fellow  died.  Joseph  Rhodes  and 
William  Drake  fell  in  the  inside  of  the  breastworks,  both  mortally 
wounded.  They  survived  but  a  few  moments.  Drake  died  shouting  for 
the  Union. 

Immediately  after  the  left  wing  had  gained  the  intrenehment,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Baker  brought  up  the  right  wing  and  the  two  united  made  a 
second  charge  across  the  next  ravine,  driving  the  enemy  behind  his  next 
line  of  intrenchments,  distant  about  500  yards.  The  object  of  this  was  to 
take  a  battery  already  mentioned,  but  there  was  none  to  take.  The  enemy 
now  had  the  advantage.  They  were  behind  their  intrenchments— besides 
they  opened  a  battery  upon  us  which  was  planted'  on  a  distant  hill  to  our 
right.  We  fell  buck  to  the  outworks.  It  was  while  we  wire  falling  back 
that  Joseph  Neidy  was  killed,  lb-  was  shot  through  the  heutl.  lb'  FOUtfhi 
like  a  lion. 

By  this  time  a  battery  had  come  to  our  support,  and  we  stood  and 
watched  the  gunners  play  upon  them.  Night  was  now  drawing  near. 
General  Smith  rode  up  and  asked  us  if  we  could  hold  our  position  until 
morning.     Colonel  Lauman  replied,  "That  we  could  hold  it  till  doomsday." 
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I  should  have  mentioned  earlier,  perhaps,  that  our  regiment  was  supported 
by  the  7th  and  11th  Iowa,  and  the  25th  and  52d  Indiana. 

We  were  drawn  up  under  cover  of  the  earthwork,  a  few  yards  to  the 
right  of  the  place  where  but  a  short  lime  before  so  many  of  our  regiment 
had  fallen,  to  live  through  a  night  of  intense  suffering.  It  was  freezing 
cold — our  blankets  were  four  miles  away,  and  we  could  have  no  tire.  It 
was  a  dreadful  night.  Hut  morning  dawned  at  last  and  we  saw  white  Hags 
waving  on  the  enemy's  works'.  We  were  relieved  about  U  o'clock,  and  when 
marching  from  the  field,  General  Smith  rode  up  and  told  us  that  the  fort 
had  surrendered.  Then  such  a  shout  of  joy  as  went  up,  no  mortal  ever 
heard.  Regiment  after  regiment  came  pouring  down  from  the  hillsides, 
with  Hags  and  banners  waving.  Our  regiment  marched  into  the  fort  first, 
and  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  our  ilag  waving  first  on  the  enemy's 
ramparts — a  post  assigned  us. 

I  might  tell  you  many  things  more  had  I  time.  I  might  name  those 
who  are  entitled  to  notices  of  merit,  but  if  I  mention  one  I  must  all,  for  all 
did  nobly.  Colonel  Tuttle  received  a  ball  through  his  glove  and  cuff, 
Colonel  Baker  and  Lieutenant  Weaver  each  one  through  their  caps.  Cap- 
tain Moore  is  one  of  the  few  who  was  not  touched. 

Now,  my  dear  sir,  if  you  see  proper  I  have  no  objections  to  your  laying 
before  your  readers  the  poor  account  I  have  tried  to  give  of  the  events 
with  which  our  regiment  was  more  intimately  connected  during  the  siege 
and  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson.  I  herewith  transmit,  for  publication,  a 
list  of  Co.  'G"  killed  and  wounded.  Our  engagement  lasted  three  hours. 
We  are  ordered  to  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  inarch.  I  presume  to 
Olarksville. 

Remember  me  to  all  the  friends  and  believe  me,         Truly  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DUCKWORTH. 
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Outline  History  from  Organization,  at  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
in  May,  1861,  to  Final  Discharge  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,    Jtily    20th,     1865- 

LIST  OF  STATIONS! 

Keokuk,  Iowa,  (rendezvous,)  from  May  24  to  June  13,  1861. 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  June  14,  1861. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  from  June  15  to  July  20,  18.61. 
Arsenal,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  from  July  28  to  August  1,  1801. 
Bird's  Point,  Mo.,  from  August  2  to  August  If,  1861. 
Pilot  Knob>  Ironton,  Mo.,  from  August  17  to  August  27,  1861. 
Jaekson,  Mo.,  from  September  1  to  September  8,  1861. 
Fort  Jefferson,  Ky.,  from  September  Hi  to  September  23,  1861, 
Bird's  Point,  Mo.,  from  September  21  to  October  27,  1861. 
Benton  Barracks,  Mo.,  from  October  2!)  to  December  23,  1861. 
Military  Prison,  McDowell's  College,  St.  Louis   Mo.,  December 23,  1861, 
to  February  10,  1802. 

Fort  Donelson,  Team,  from  February  11  to  March  (i,  1802. 

Pittsburg  Landing,  (Shilohj  Tenn.,  from  March  It)  to  April  28,  1862. 

Camp  Montgomery,  near  Corinth,  Miss.,  from  June  15  to  Oct.  1,  lb<>2. 

Rienzi,  Miss..,  from  October  0  to  November  20,  1802. 

Corinth,  Miss.,  from  November  20,  1862,  to  May  3,1,  1863. 

La  Orange,  Tenn.,  June  1  to  November  1,  1863. 

Pulaski,  Tenn.,  from  November  11,  1863,  to  April  21),  1801. 

East  Point,  Ga.,  from  September  8  to  September  25,  18l>L 

Rome,  Ga.,  from  September  27  to  November  11,  1864. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  from  December  21,  1801,  to  January  28,  1865. 

Goldsboro,  N.  C,  from  March  21  to  April  10,  180."). 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  from  April  11  to  April  2i>,  LSG5. 

Petersburg,  Va.,  from  May  7  to  May  i>,  1805. 

Richmond,  Va.,  from  May  10  to  May  13,  1865* 

Alexandria,  Va.,  from  May  20  to  May  21,  1805. 

Washington,  I).  C,  from  May  21  to  June  1,  1865. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  from  June  0  to  July  12,  1865.     Mustered  out  July  12. 

Davenport,  Iowa,  July  15  to  20,  1805.     Date  of  linal  discharge. 

LIST  OF  ENGAGEMENTS. 

Fokt  Donklhon,  Ftbraanj  lilli  and  l~>th,  isdj.On  Saturday,  the  l.".th. 
at  2:30  p.  m.,  the  regiment,  led  by  Colonel  James  M.  Tuttle.  mad.  an 
assault  upon  the  works  constituting  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line,  carried 
them,  and  remained  in  possession  until  the  place  was  surrendered  next 
morning. 
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Shiloh,  April  6  th  and  7th,  1862.— The  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel 

James  Baker  commanding,  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  2  p.  m.  of 
the  Gth,  the  right  wing  sult'ering  severely.  On  the  7th,  the  regiment  hav- 
ing reported  to  Brigadier-General  Nelson,  by  his  order,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m., 
charged  in  line  upon  a  force  of  the  enemy  who  held  the  camp  of  an  Ohio 
regiment,  and  drove  them  from  it. 

Advance  on  Coiuntu,  May  1st  to  29th,  1*02. — Lieutenant-Colonel  James 
Baker  commanded.  On  the  21th  the  regiment  supported  the  skirmish  line 
when  making  an  advance,  which  resulted  in  a  brisk  skirmish  of  an  hour's 
continuance;  and,  on  the  same  day.  covered  a  working  party  while  build- 
ing a  bridge  for  the  passage  of  artillery. 

Cokintu,  October  3d  and  4th,  lsO'i.-  On  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  the  regi- 
ment participated  in  the  tierce  engagement  of  "White  House."  Colonel 
Baker  was  here  mortally  wounded.  On  the  4th  it  was  engaged  during  the 
assault  made  by  the  enemy  upon  the  division  in  front  of  the  town.  Here 
Lieutenant-Colonel  N.  W.  Mills  was  mortally  wounded. 

Little  Beak  Cheek,  Alabama,  November  jsth,  1862. — The  regiment, 
Colonel  James  Weaver  commanding,  was  engaged  in  an  encounter  between 
a  detachment  of  the  2d  Division,  16th  Corps,  Brigadier-General  T.  W. 
Sweeny,  and  t  he  enemy  under  General  Roddy. 

Town  Cheek,  Ala.,  April,  1863. — The  regiment,  Colonel  Weaver  com- 
manding, participated  in  an  encounter  between  the  division  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  G.  M.  Dodge  and  the  enemy  under  Generals  Roddy 
and  Forest. 

Resaca,  Ga.,  May  14th  and  loth,  1864. — On  the  lath,  at  Lay's  Ferry, the 
regiment,  Colonel  Weaver  commanding,  participated  in  the  fighting  which 
accompanied  the  crossing  of  the  river  by  the  division.  The  regiment  was 
the  first  one  thrown  across  the  river  after  the  pontoons  were  laid,  and  this 
movement  of  the  division,  by  threatening  the  enemy's  communications, 
caused  Resaca  to  be  evacuated  the  next  morning. 

Rome  Cbose-Roads,  May  16th,  1864. — The  regiment  participated  in  this 
engagement,  being  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  our  line. 

Dallas,  Ga.,  May  'J7th,  S8tf^  and  29th+i864. — The  regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  N.  B.  Howard  commanding,  assisted,  on  the  27th,  in  establishing  and 
intrenching  our  most  advanced  line  with  severe  skirmishing.  On  the  28th, 
it  participated  in  the  defense  of  that  position,  when  furiously  assaulted  by 
the  enemy.  On  the  29th,  assisted  in  the  defense  of  the  position  during  a 
sharp  night-attack  by  the  enemy. 

Kennesaw  Mountain,  Ga.,  June  10th  to  30th,  1864. — The  regiment,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Howard,  participated  in  the  siege  of  this  position. 

Nick-a-Jack  Cheek,  Ha.,  July  4th,  1864. — The  regiment  formed  the  right 
of  the  line  of  skirmishers  of  the  Kith  Corps,  ami  became  engaged  in  the 
afternoon  and  evening. 

In  Fhont  of  Atlanta,,  fitly  t%,  isti  i. — The  regiment,  Lieutenant -Colonel 
N.  B.  Howard  commanding,  participated  actively  in  this  engagement, 
holding  a  position  between  the  two   batteries  of  the  division,  being  pro- 
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teeted  by   a  light  breastwork.      It  captured    a    considerable    number    of 
prisoners  and  one  stand  of  colors. 

Siege  of  Atlanta,  July  20th  to  August  27th,  1864. — On  the  4th  of  Au- 
gust, the  regiment,  commanded  by  Major  M.  G.  Ham  ill,  had  a  heavy 
skirmish  while  re-establishing  the  picket  line  of  the  division.  Maintain- 
ing its  position  in  the  front  line  for  eighteen  days  constantly  under  cannon 
and  musketry  fire.      It  partieipated  actively  in  the  entire  siege. 

Advance  on  Jonesbobo,  Ga.,  August  30th,  1864. — The  regiment,  Major 
Hamill  commanding,  while  supporting  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  in  conjunction 
with  the  7th  Iowa,  encountered  the  enemy  and  repulsed  him. 

Jonesboko,  Ga.,  August  31st.  Is04. — On  extreme  right  of  army.  Regi- 
ment held  in  reserve  close  up  to  81st  Ohio  on  front  line  and  under  spent 
fire  of  rebel  attack,  whose  advance  was  handsomely  repulsed. 

Eden  Station,  Ga.,  December  7th,  JSoi.—  The  regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Howard  commanding,  was  the  first  thrown  across  the  great  Oge- 
chee  on  the  pontoons  laid  for  the  passage  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee; 
and,  after  skirmishing  along  a  causeway  for  a  mile,  formed  in  line,  and 
assaulted  a  barricade;  drove  therefrom  a  battalion  of  the  enemy,  and  occu- 
pied the  station. 

Little  Ooechee,  Ga.,  December  10th  to  20th,  1864.— The  regiment  took 
part  in  the  operations  against  the  enemy's  position  along  this  river. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21st,  IsiJi. — The  regiment  entered  the  town  on 
this  day  with  the  corps. 

Columbia,  S.  C,  February  15th  and  16th,  1865. — The  regiment  partici- 
pated in  the  operations  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  this  place. 

Lynoh'h  Cbeek,  S.  C,  February  20th,  1865. — The  regiment,  being  the 
advance  of  division  and  corps,  was  compelled  to  ford  the  stream  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry  before 
completing  the  crossing.  Lively  skirmishing  followed  for  three  hours, 
when,  other  regiments  and  artillery  being  brought  across,  the  enemy  re- 
treated. 

Bentonhville,  N.  C,  March  18th  to  2 1st. — The  regiment,  Colonel  How- 
ard commanding,  participated  in  the  operations  which  resulted  in  the  de- 
feat of  Johnston  at  this  place. 

N.  B.  HOWARD, 
Colonel  Commanding  2d  Iowa  Infty. 
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TOTAL  ENLISTMENTS  AND  TOTAL  CASUALTIES  IN  2D  IOWA 

INFANTRY. 

Fully  one  thousand  officers  and  enlisted  men  were  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  May  27th,  18<>1,  for  three  years  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. During  the  four  years  and  two  months  it  served,  fully  one  thou- 
sand more  men  were  added  to  its  ranks  as  recruits  and  by  the  consolida- 
tion of  three  companies  of  the  i$rd  Iowa  Infantry. 

TABLE    OF    CASUALTIES    (FIFTY    FEB   CENT). 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  00.  "F"  2D  IOWA  INFANTRY. 


SHOWING  THE  SPONTANEOUS  HESCONSE  TO  THE  CAM,  TO  Ali.MS  ltY  PRESIDENT 
LINCOLN  AFTEU  THE  EIUINO  UPON  FOUT  SU.MTEli,  IOWA  TENOEliING  TllItEE 
ItEUIMENTS,  ONLY   ONE   HE1  NO  ACCEPTED. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Court  House  in  Keosauqua,  Van  Buren  county, 
Iowa,  on  the  2  It  h  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1861,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
volunteer  company  in  response  to  the  recent  Proclamation  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  this  State,  the  following  proceedings  were  had,  to.-wit: 

On  motion,  Major  Henry  King  was  elected  President,  and  Captain 
J.  H.  Bonney  and  Captain  J.  M.  Shaw,  Vice-Presidents,  and  T.  W.  Rich- 
mond and  George  F.  Wright,  Secretaries. 

J.  M.  Tuttle  being  called  upon,  slated  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  be 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  company  of  Volunteers  to  enter  the  active 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  re- 
cent Proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  this  State  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  to  make  immediate  tender  of  their  services  to  the  Gov- 
ernor for  that  purpose. 

Thereupon  the  following  agreement  for  enlistment  was  produced  and 
the  persons  whose  names  are  attached  thereto  came  forward  and  signed  the 
same. 

"Whereas,  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  made  a  requisition 
upon  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Iowa  for  one  regiment  of  militia  to  aid 
the  Federal  Government  in  enforcing  its  laws  and  suppressing  rebellion. 
Now,  therefore.  1,  Samuel  J.  Kirk  wood,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  do 
issue  this  Proclamation,  and  hereby  call  upon  the  militia  of  this  State  im- 
mediately to  form,  in  the  different  counties,  Volunteer  Companies  with  a 
view  of  entering  the  active  military  service  of  the  United  Slates  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid.      The  regiment  at  present  required  will  consist  of  ten 
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companies  of  at  least  78  men  each,  including  one  Captain  and  two  Lien- 
tenants,  to  be  elected  by  each  company.  Under  the  present  requisition 
only  one  regiment  can  be  accepted,  and  the  companies  accepted  must  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  duty  by  the  20th  of  May  next  at  furthest.  If 
a  sufficient  number  of  companies  are  tendered,  their  services  may  be  re- 
quired sooner.  If  more  companies  are  formed  and  reported  than  can  he 
received  under  the  present  call,  their  services  will  be  required  in  the  event 
of  another  requisition  upon  the  State.  The'  nation  is  in  peril.  A  fearful 
attempt  is  being  made  to  overthrow  the  Constitution  and  dissever  the 
Union.  The  aid  of  every  loyal  citizen  is  invoked  to  sustain  the  General 
Government.  For  the  honor  of  our  State  let  the  requirement  of  the  Presi- 
dent be  cheerfully  and  promptly  met. 
"Iowa  City,  April  17,  A.  D.  1801. 

SAMUEL  J.  KIRKWOOD." 

We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  Van  Buren  county,  in  compliance  with 
the  within  and  foregoing  Proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  do  hereby  volunteer  and  agree  to  form  a  company.and  do  hereby 
form  a  company  subject  to  the  order  and  control  of  the  State  and  National 
Government  for  the  purposes  specified  in  tin.-  Proclamation  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  the  Proclamation  of  the  President  therein  referred  to. 

|Eighty-si.x  men  immediately  stepped  forward  and  signed  the  roll]. 

The  persons  so  volunteering  then  proceeded  in  due  form  to  elect  from 
their  number  officers  for  said  Company. 

Whereupon  James  M.  Tuttle  was  duly  elected  Captain,  George  F.  Wright 
First  Lieutenant,  and  A.  Wilkin  Second  Lieutenant  of  said  Company. 

The  Captain  of  said  Company  was  then  authorized  to  tender  the  ser- 
vices of  said  Company  to  the  Governor  forthwith. 

T.  W.  Richmond,  HENRY  KING, 

Geo.  F.  VYiuuiit,  President. 

Secretaries, 

Filed  with  the  Governor  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  April  2Uth,  lHiil. 


Note.  -A  patriotic  and  explicit  letter  written  by  the  late  Hon.  I).  N.  Richardson, 
Secretary  of  the  Soldiers  Monument  Commission,  and.  as  it  indicates,  was  written  in 
answer  to  one  of  inquiry  as  to  who  first  suggested  and  was  responsible  for  the  plac- 
ing of  the  "Fort  DohoIsoii"  tats  relief  upon  the  monument,  from  one  in  a  position  to 
know. 

F.  M.  DRAKE,  Chairman.  D.  N.  RICHARDSON,  Secretary. 

Iowa  Soldiers  ano  Sailors  Monument  Commission. 

MEM1IISHS,  EXECUTIVE    COMMLT1EE, 

F.  M   DRAKE,  Governor  of  Iowa.  C.  H.  GATCH. 

JAMES  HARLAN,  Mt.  Pleasant.  CORA  C.  WEED. 

CORA  C.  WEED,  Muscatine.  D.  N.  RICHARDSON. 

H.  H.  TRIMBLE,  Keokuk.  Ol-'KICE  AT  THE  STATE  CAPITOL,  h.  H.  TRIMBLE. 

D.  N.  RICHARDSON,  Davenport. 

E.  TOWNSEND,  Cedar  Falls  ,)lis  MolNKs. 
J.  F.  MERRY,  Manchester. 

C  H.  GATCH,  Des  Moines. 

Davenpout,  April  1.  ls;i<;. 
Cai'T.  V.  P.  Twombly.  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Dear  Sin:  I  have  your  letter  of  March  30th,  18UG,  respecting  the  has 
relief  of  "Fort  Donelson."  I  went  to  Chicago  on  the  30th  of  Mareh,  am 
hut  just  returned,  which  will  account  for  late  answer. 
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The  bas  relief  of  "Fort  Donelson"  was  a  part  of  Mrs.  Ketcham's  original 
design,  and  so  was  accepted  by  the  Commission  and  the  24th  General  As- 
sembly, when  the  appropriation  of  $150,000  was  made  for  building  the 
monument. 

Its  appearance  in  the  original  design  formed  one  of  the  prominent  rea- 
sons for  the  acceptance  of  the  design  as  a  whole.  It  was  a  most  notable 
event  of  the  war,  the  capture  of  Donelson— arid  the  Second  Infantry  of 
Iowa  took  the  brunt  of  it.  The  Commission  believed  that  an  imperishable 
picture  of  it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  every  soldier  and  inhabitant 
of  Iowa,  and  it  was  an  Iowa  monument  that  the  state  was  undertaking  to 
build.  In  every  respect  it  would  ''perpetuate  an  expression  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Iowa,  of  their  appreciation  of  the  patriotism,  courage  and 
distinguished  soldierly  bearing  of  their  fellow  citizens  as  manifested  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  rebellion."  (I  quote  the  words  of  the  original  act  under 
which  the  Commission  went  to  work.)  It  was  especially  endorsed  by  Gov. 
Kirk  wood,  who  thought  that  the  picture  would  be  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent features  of  the  monument.  (It  is  now  thought  that  should  belaid 
aside  for  a  picture  representing  rebels  opening. fire  on  Sumter!)  Great 
Father  of  us  all.  the  bare  thought  is  an  outrage!  In  what  respect  does 
Beauregard  ami  his  guns  and  gunners  stand  for  the  patriotism,  courage 
and  distinguished  soldierly  bearing  of  Iowa  soldiers?  (Jan  it  be  possible 
that  the  Iowa  soldiers  monument  is  to  be  subjected  to  such  an  indignity? 
Can  it  be  possible  that  Iowa  soldiers  are  asking  for  it?  Can  it  be  possi- 
ble that  the  appearance  of  a  picture  of  the  Donelson  charge  creates  an  en- 
vious feeling  in  the  breast  of  any  Iowa  soldier  or  any  American? 

No;  the  Donelson  Bas  Relief  was  not  placed  on  the  monument  by  any 
special  act  of  the  Commission;  it  was  a  part  of  the  glorious  whole.  God 
put  it  in  the  mind  of  the  designer;  the  Commission  and  the  21th  General 
Assembly  accepted  the  thought  with  heartfelt  unanimity.  The  record 
shows  just  that.  Yours  truly, 

O.  N.  UICHABDSON, 

Secretary. 
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VOLTAIRE     P.     TWOMBLY 

Born  February  21,  1812,  near  Farmington,  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa. 

Educated  in  common  schools  of  Keosauqua,  Iowa. 

Enlisted  April  21,  1801;  under  rirst  call  for  troops. 

"Mustered  May  1,1861,  into  service  of  the  State  by  Judge  George  G. 
Wright. 

Mustered  May  27,  1861,  into  United  States  service  as  a  private  in  Co. 
F,  2d  Iowa  Infantry. 

Promoted  7th  Corporal  October  1,  1861,  and  detailed  on  color  guard. 

Promoted  5th  Sergeant  February  16,  1862,  and  honorably  mentionet 
Colonel   Tuttle  in   his  report  of  operations  of  the  regiment  in  battle  of 
Donelso)i,  February  1~>,  1802, 

Promoted  1th  Sergeant  March  1,  1862. 

Battle  of  Shiloh  April  6  and  7.  1862,  as  Color  Sergeant. 

Promoted  3d  Sergeant  April  2,  1862. 

Promoted  2d  Lieutenant  August  1,  1862.  jf  M  37710 

Wounded  in  battle  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  October  3,  1862. 

Atlanta  Campaign  May  1  to  September  1,  1861. 

Promoted  1st  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  June  25,  1861. 

Wounded  in  battle  of  Jonesboro,  Georgia,  August  111,  1861. 

Promoted  Captain  Co.  K  (consolidation  of  Cos.  F  and  K),  November 
10,  1861. 

•'March  to  the  Sea." 

Served  on  stall'  of  3d  Brigade,  1th  Division,  15th  Army  Corp,  as  Act- 
ing Assistant  Inspector  General,  from  January,  186f>,  to  July,  1865. 

March  north  through  the  CaroLinas,  Columbia,  S.  C,  Bentonville,  N.  C, 
Goldsboro,  N.  C,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  Surrender  of  Johnston's  Rebel  Army 
March  15. 

Grand  review  of  the  armies  at  Washington,  D.  C,  May  21,  1865. 

Mustered  out  of  service  (close  of  war)  July  12,  1865. 

Finally  discharged  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  July  20,  1865. 

Student  in  Business  College,  Burlington,  Iowa,  September  1  to  Decem- 
ber 1,  1865. 

Flour  merchant  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  December,  1865,  to  December,  18(37. 

Married  Chloe  A.  Funk,  of  Keosauqua,  May  1,  1866.  (The  girl  I  left 
behind  me). 

Milling  business  at  Pittsburg,  Van  Buren  county,  January,  1868,  to 
April,  1876. 

United  with  Congregational  church,  Keosauqua,  April,  1861). 
Merchant  at  Keosauqua,  Iowa,  April,  1876,  to  December,  1879. 
Charter  member  W.  C.  Harper  Post  !No.  79,  G.  A.  R.,  Keosauqua,  1870. 
County  Treasurer  Van  Buren  county,  January,  1880,  to  January,  1881. 
Mayor  of  Keosauqua  from  March,  1881,  to  December.  1881.    (Resigned). 
Treasurer  of  State  of  Iowa,  January,  1885,  to  January,  IN'.U. 
Companion,  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the   United  Statc>. 
October,  1887. 

President  Home  Savings  Bank,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  June,  1801,  to  Jan- 
uary, 11)01. 
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HlSALHiUAKTEKS  2l>   IOWA   INFANTHY   VOLUNTEEUS.   ) 

Camp  Montgomeky,  neak  Coiuntu,  Miss.,  July  25),  1KG2.       ) 
Captain  A.  Wilkin. 

Deak  SiU:  I  had  some  days  since  a  consultation  with  General  Tut  tie 
in  reference  to  vacancies  of  1st  and  2d  Lieutenants  in  your  Company,  since 
which  I  received  a  commission  (subject  to  my  approval)  for  Chus.  Parker 
as  1st  Lieutenant.  I  delivered  the  commission  to  ''Charley"  and  he  lias 
been  duly  installed. 

The  General  and  I  would  urge  the  claims  of  Voltaire  Twombly  for  2d 
Lieutenant.  He  is  a  model  soldier,  intelligent  and  temperate,  his  conduct 
at  Fort  Donelson  proves  his  coolness  and  bravery  and  entitles  him  to  pro- 
motion. 

Should  thih  selection  meet  your  approbation,  you  will  at  your  earliest 
convenience  forward  (with  this)  a  recommendation  to  the  Governor. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  a  speedy  recovery  from  your  wounds  and  an 
early  return  to  your  regiment.  Your  friend,  - 

(Sgd.)     JAMES   BAKER, 

Colonel  Commanding, 


Buiilington,  Iowa,  August  25),  18(i2. 
Hon.  S.  J.  Kikkwood. 

Deak  Sib:  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  recon  mend  to  you  for  appointment 
as  2d  Lieutenant,  Co.  F,  2d  Iowa  Infantry,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  William  Brawner,  mortally  wounded  at  Pittsburg  Landing, 
Sergeant  Voltaire  V.  Twombly,  Co.  F,  2d  Iowa  Infantry. 

Sergeant  Twombly  is  the  only  one  of  the  Color  Guard  of  the  2d  Iowa 
Infantry  left  after  the  tight  at  Fort  Donelson.  You  will  remember  hi  in 
from  this  circumstance.  Yours  truly, 

(Sgd.)     ABE  WILKIN, 
Captain  Co.  b\  'Jd  Iowa. 


State  of  Iowa,  Adjutant  Genehai/s  Office.  [ 
Des  Moines,  December  8,  18i)G.       \ 
It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  above  are  true  copies  of  letters  on  tile  in 
this  office.  HENRY  H.  WRIGHT, 

Adjutant  General. 


THE  SECOND  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

Reoobd  and  Pension  Office,  Wau  Depabtmen' 
Washington  City.  March  12,  181)7. 
Cai"t.  Voltaire  P.  Twomuly,  Late  of  Co.  K,  Jntl  Iowa  Vols.,I)e.s  Moines,  la. 

Sih:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  by  direction  of  the  President 
and  in  accordance  with  t  he  act  of  Congress  approved  March  'A,  18(i:$,  pro- 
viding for  the  presentation  of  medals  of  honor  to  such  officers,  non-coin- 
missioned  officers,  and  privates  as  have  most  distinguished  themselves  in 
action,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  has  awarded  you  a  medal  of  honor 
for  most  distinguished  gallantry  in  action  at  Fort  Donelson,  Tennessee, 
February  15,  1862. 

In  making  the  award  the  Assistant  Secretary  used  the  following  lan- 
guage: 

"'This  officer,  then  a  corporal,  took  the  colors  after  three  of  the  color 
guard  had  fallen— one  killed  and  the  others  seriously  wounded  and  al- 
though almost  instantly  knocked  down  by  a  spent  ball,  immediately  rose 
and  bore  the  colors  to  the  end  of  1  he  engagement." 

The  medal  has  been  forwarded  to  you  today  by  registered  mail.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  it  please  advise  this  ohice  thereof. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  C.  AINSWORTH, 
Colonel  U.  S.  Arm)/. 
Chief  Record  and  Pension  Office. 


The  thirty-tifth  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Fort  Donelson  (February 
15,  1HG2)  was  celebrated  by  Kinsman  Post  No.  7,  Department  of  Iowa,  G. 
A.  R.,  in  February,  181)7,  with  an  open  meeting,  at  which  Comrade  Twom- 
bly,  Past  Post  Commander,  was  invited  to  give  an  account  of  the  battle, 
which  he  did,  using  a  tine  map  prepared  for  the  occasion  by  his  pastor, 
Comrade  Rev.  Clinton  Douglas.  For  this  occasion  Kinsman  Woman's  Re- 
lief Corps  secured  a  very  beautiful  three-foot  silk  tlag,  fully  mounted  with 
fringe,  cord  and  tassel  on  a  nice  stall,  which  was  presented  to  Comrade 
Twombly  by  Corps  President  Mrs.  Jennie  Trout  in  the  following  words: 

CoMUADE  TWO-MBLV: 

Thirty-five  years  ago  you  performed  a  deed  of  valor,  which,  without 
doubt,  has  had  its  influence  on  the  destinies  of  our  country.  You,  sup- 
ported by  other  brave  men,  planted  the  stars  and  stripes  on  the  enemy's 
works  at  Fort  Donelson.  That  you  are  a  living  hero,  and  not  a  dead  one, 
and  that  you  are  here  tonight  to  celebrate  the  thirty-five  anniversary  of 
that  event,  is  no  discredit  to  you.  Allow  me,  in  behalf  of  Kinsman 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  to  present  to  you  this  silken  banner,  eilibli  In  of 
our  glorious  country,  as  a  slight  token  of  our  appreciation  of  the  pari  yoti 
took  in  that  event,  and  thus  share  with  Kinsman  Post  tin  honor  conferred 
upon  you. 

Deh  Moines,  Iowa,  February  15,  181)7. 
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